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SHRESTR SEES 


To Sir A. H. and thoſs ſpirits that 


pretend to Liberty in Democracy, 


Gentlemen, 


ace; Dclign Liberty; not the name, but 
£4 the thang; Iaflertnot that which 
bay ſome Divines call Monarchy, biit 
Se Mingſhip, as it relates to the Law 
of England, not that of the Fews; 
not in order to the Greatnefle of a ſingle per- 
ſon, but to the happineſſe of , the whole peo- 
ple; That Regal Politick Government, to 
whoſe protection I am entitled by my birth, 
for the preſervation of my freedome in per- 
ſon and eſtate, and that, with wore aſſurance 
than poſſibly can be ſecur'd under the go- 
vernment of the #rany who ofren call that 
Juſtice, and without remedy, which in truth is 

FaGion. 
Next, I abhorre bloodſhed, and deeme one 
party in all warres guilty of murder ; a crime 
A 2 which 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


* which as it crics high for vengeance, ſo it cries 
loud for peace, which he only endeavours that 
that acts #0 injury; I recommend this to bal- 
lance you in the way to Peace, leſt you bal- 
lot us into the field of blood; perhaps your 
own as well as ours; for though you Vote at. 
eaſe upon the hazard of our bodies, yet pol- 
fibly in time, the evz] may happen upon the 
Artiſt. If but one of you I convert, I have a 
full reward ; for perhaps I may fave a ſoule; 


however as the text ſpeaks, I ſhall bide a mul+ 
titude of ſens. POR 


Yours in the way of 


Truth and Peace, 


WC 


« (1) 


ITTTT TL TT TT TITY 


Introduction. 


> U R affairs labouring under wariety of faRti- 
Ns ons, nothing ſeems more rational to effect a 
a «F due Compoſure,than the advice of th: whole 
Peoples for that which binds all, ought by 
all to be debated, 

Now, though the Parliament upon Con- 
vention is not ſo regular as may admit of yo ____— yet 
ſince the whole people are not capable to be perſonally in 
Counſel, and that with reſþett to onr fundamentals this way of 
Eleftion hs the repute to be the Repreſemative of th: Com- 
ons, and that with reſpett to the preſent, it ts not poſſible fo 
have an Aſſembly nearer the foundation, and more paſiable ts 
ore forth the ſence of the people 5, Therefore as it were as 

teh inſolence in any tew to impoſe a Government upon the 

whole; ſo will it argue 4 Frrange inquietude of ſpirit, if inele 

perſons ſhall not _— in the free major Vote of their 

judeements that ſhall be ſo afkembled;, for thouzh in truth 

the major Vote may be the worſe, yet becomes it not a ſinele 

perſon ſo to wage 3 for thereof the conſequence will be, that 
jul 


every mans judgement ſhall be the rule of his ob:dience, 
which ne:ds muſt engage us as to confuſion upon the variety 
of judgements that will happen, ſo to war for the laſt deciſion 
of the matters controverted, perſons of ſuch opinions being 
not capable to be over-rut'd by any 6: her Judicatare, 

Though 


. 
a m—_ 
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Though therefore it becomes ſober men to acquieſce in their 
determinations, yet may it become all men that are concerned 
inthe Reſult,co contribute their aſſiſtance in- the way ; That 
things being at full diſcuſt, and laid open according to truth, 
thereof they might be enabled to give a more ſound judgment. 
Upon this account, have Ipreſum'd to the publick, without 
the leaſt refletion upon palt miſcarriages, to enquire conſider- 
ing the preſent ſtate of our affairs, What ſettlement may 
beſt conduce to our happineſle in the future 5 wherein 7 
know not how I can deſien to my [elf any other intereſt than 
Peace, ferthourh I have hapnedto diſpleaſe one party , yet 1 
never attually oblig'd the other , and ao ſecure my ſelf no. 
laſting comfort upon earth but in the Union of Bth, 

Now after a ſad revolve I find my ſelf confined in this 
ſence, That, 


SECT... L 


That which we call a Free-ſtate, ts inconſiſtent with the ſcity- 
ation of this Conntrey, and conſtitution of the people. 


Deſign only to inforce,  /ain, ſenſible and modern arguments, 
as a word in ſeaſon, applicable to the preſezt, and leave the 
»9tional to our book-men ; whoſe volumes calculated for all cli- 
mates ſwell big avainſt che Evils of the Rule of Many or De- 
FWICYALY, | 
Mine hall be appropriate to this Iſland, which indeed is a 
large Continent, abundantly populous, and govern'd by the influ- 
ence of a ſort of people that hve plex::fully and at eaſe upon their 
rents, extracted from the royl of their Tenants and ſervants ; In 
Law-phraſe they are inftil'd the 1ier Nob:lity, in Englith Gea- 
try , each of whom within the bounds of his owneſtate as the 
Prince ; he 1s purely abſolute; his ſervants and labourers are in 
che nature of his Yaſſals ; his Tenants indeed are free, bur in the 
| nature 
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nature of Sb jets, whom he arders in his Courts, draws ſupplies 
from by his Fines, and awes by his power and Oaths of fealry to 
infinite ſubmiſſion. The more his Mannors are, and che more 
indulgent he behaves himſelf, like a good Prince, the larger is 
his Territory , and the more ayful his commands. A. Neigh- 
bour more rich and potent, gives check to his inferiour Neigh- 
bour , and brings his petty Prince-ſhip into awe ; and perhaps 
he again 1s awed by a greater and more powerful in eſtate or 
friends. But none of rhele with reſpe& to his quality and eſtate 


will admit a parity with his inferiour Neighbours, much leis bis: 


Tenant or Dependant. 

Into this Ranck do our Commanders, Citizens,and Burghers 
aſpire to be 1inroll'd ; ſo that no ſooner by Arms, Office, or 
Trade, dothey acquire a competent ftock , but forthwith for 
Land itis diſpoſed ; and then diſowning the Title of Souldiers , 
Cirizens, or Burghers , they cake to themſelves the degree and 
name of Gentlemen , with Armes not improper; for Exg/and 
*ithin it ſelf has been ſooften ſhuffled from high tro low, that 


ſcarce any Artificer bur may find his name in the Hera/d: book, 


chough not his Pedegree , which :ingenzity and goodwill may 
eaſily ſupply : And thus being zquipt with a Title and Eftate , 


chey ſet up ſutably the dominion within their Territories, which 


none can difpure, becauſe they have no right to intermeddle 
with what whoſoever has or does within himſelf: For by Gen- 


try , Tintend nor- only ſuch as are ſo in lod, but ſo in quality ; 


ſuch as live eaſefully, and like Princes upon the labours of the 
dependants. 


Now that this ſort of people have by influence atid in effe&: 


che Command of this Nation, at this inſtant appears evident, in 
this, Thar they ht atthe Helm in the Su;reme Conncil; they 
command 1 chef at Sea and Land; they impoſe T axes, and 


levy it by Commiſſtoners of the ſame quality : : Out ofthis ranck-: 


fele& we Sheriffs, Jaſtices of Peace, and all that execute the 
authority of a Judge ; Bythe influence of which powers, they 
ſo. order all eleRions to Parliament or otherwiſe, thar the 


whole: Counties follow their reſpe&tve - faRions , and the - 
Commonalty in the Votes are manag'd by them, as the horſe by, 


his Rider. 


So that as the egrarian Or intereſt of land is cs. Md 
This : 


$ 
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thisrank, fo is the coriſequence thereof, Dominion and Com- 
rand , which imboldens them to ſuch a height of ſpiric, ' »arma 
ral to our Gentry , as they are too apt to undervalue perſons of 
inferiour quality , Burgeſles, and Mechanicks , with whom to 
inter-matry by our old Law, it wasa difparagement fora Ward ; 
and this ſpirir of generofity cannot be ſupprelt, 'cis ſo riviced 
in their »atzre , but by the eradication of their perſons , or at 
leaft,cheir qualities; to which batbarous effe&,I have known ſome 
Grandees have pleaſed to vent a ſence, | | 
For indeed the eſtabliſhing of a Free-ſtate 1s otherwiſe deſpe- 
rate ; and therefore it was the courſe that the prevailing Me- 
chanicks amongſt the Swifſes, were inforc't to take: How elſe 
ſhall we be leveil'd to a parity, which is of the very eflence of 
a Free-ſtate? Foras Titles and Honour are incident to a K:ng- 
ſhip; ſoequality in place , degree, andb rth, are to Demucra- 
cy; unleſs wherein caſe of Office, for the time only they are 
Inticled co precedency. Reduc'd muſt the Gentry be to the 
"Condition of the Vulzgar 3 Commons already are they in Tie, 
which 1s but a fallacy of the name, and deludes our Statiſts ; for 
indeed they areſo only Kepreſentatively , being rathzr the Tr:- 
banes and leaders of the peoples ſtrength, and the governors of 
their purſe , than pure/ [4 ommons. Nor will it ſuſfice toobtain 
this parity , unleſs with It allo weeſtabliſh cur Suprem: Power 
in a body corporate, compagted, and permanent'; ſuch as is 
_ that of Londen, where potſibly the Grandeur of that City, had 
It ſpirit and deſign , might ereR ir ſelf inro a Free-ſtate, and 
might by that great Magazin of treaſure and men there s»:+0- 
died, give Lav to the whole people ſcattered as they are in a 
large continenr, Having firſt reduced ſome meet Cities, Forts, 
and Cafiles, which being Gariſoned from the Head Colony,will 
awe the Countryes, andorder them into a vaſſalage comperent 
to make up a Free-(itate : But we of the Gentry, ſhall neither 
have the honour of the ame, nor benefit of the thing. *Twill 
be infliled the Common- wealth of Loxdox , nor of England ; 
andour pay muſt beasthey impoſe , and our liberty' as they 
. vouchſafe 1t; only 7» thz 1t will be the leſs agreeable , that 
we are ſubjeQ to our /feriovrs. This Diſcourſe,though it ſeems 
Dro.lery, yet has not bin withour its jealouſie among the wiſe, 
when in time thar great City ſhall be compelled by our confu- 
| fions 
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ons to know irs ownfrength, and by chat irs intere, when 


neceſſity to preſerve it ſelf, will imbolden them to lay hands on 
others, and ſoinforce Ord.r upon them. that can give »ove unto 
themſelves. : 

From this Expbrio have iſſued thoſe Common-wealchs which 
are ſofam'd in notions; .as thoſeof Rome, Carthage , Athens, 
Lacedemon, ('urimth, Thebes, &c, | Great Cities of that name, 
which have ſubdued their adjacent Territories, and denominated 
the dominion , wherein only thoſe of the freedome, Citizens 
and Denizens had vote or power; TheGentlemen, as we of 
the Countyes, being purely tributary to the Grand City ; unleſs 
we tranſplant our ſelves, renounce our Titles, and ſo by degrees 
advance into the honour of a Burgeſ/, as we now do exerciſe 
our jw#/or iſſue, And ſuch are at this day the fam'd Common- 
wealths of Venice, the Wnited Provinces, th: Swiſſes, not to 
inſtance in thoſe petty States of Gema, Rugaſa, Geneva, &c. 
AllCommon-wealths, moſt denominated from thoſe princypalCi- 
tyes which give the Law to the adjacent Provinces, Thoſe in- 
deed of th2 Hollanders and Swiſſes, though they derive not ſo 
direQly their Title from one City, yet are they in ſubſtance of the 
ſame compoſure , being only an unired Body of corporated Ci- 


tyes, combin'd in one for mutual defence againſt invaders ; bur - 


of an equal power to impoſe upon the adjacent Territories, ſci- 
rurte under the awe of each reſpe&ive City, or Town-Ga- 
r1ſ011, 

Ic falls not within my memory that there ever was, or at 
this day is a Free-State in the world, that's managed by the Gew- 
try inhabiting at large, or by any people not combin'd with- 
in the Juriſdi&tion of their als, except the Griſons, who are a 
ſcattered people , of a mean quality, having long ſince diſown'd 


their Gentry, without walled Town or Gariſon; 'Tis a ſmall - 


Terricory, poſſibly of extent to an inland County ; Upon Emer- 
gencies, the whole pzople at a ſet day meet inthe open aye, 
where the major vote, as we Knights of the ſhire, cryes up the 
Magiftrates,and determines War. Their confuſion makes them 
eakie for congueſt,were their Country worth it,and not ſecured by 
the #nited Cartons, 

Now to apply the premiſes ; Can we ſuppoſe the _——_ 


are now In power , will admit a parity , will level their degree 
| B 


and 
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and dominion to a proportion with their Copy-ho/der? Nay, wilt 
renounce the wearing of a Sword, andlearn to wake one? will 
ſubmit to become tributary to the Neighbour Colony ? Then 
poſſibly may we aſpire from the (tate of Kingſhip to a free-fiate 
in C lownſhip;, or at beſt from the free-giving of ſ#d/iares to the 
Majeſty of a Scepter , to the forc'd-payment of exciſe to the 
High-mighty Burgher ; Such as was that High and mighty Bur- 
cher, who of late was Commiſſtonated by the Sw:ſfes as one of 
the Ch'efsto be Godfather to the Frexch Kings ſon. 

But 'eyvill beſaid , as P/ato fancyed his Community, and S:r 
Thomas Mor hu Wropia, fomay wea Rotation, thereby to ga- 
ther up a new Model of a Common-wealth out of the ſcattered 
Gentry in the nature of a Houſe of Commons, Truly my friends, 
if you will try new experiments , I wiſh you had other ſubje&s 
to pratice upon , than the EF ates, and Lives, nay, the very 
Sowls of Chriſtians : We have run the /of? of thoſe, and the 
hazard of theſe too long upon the hopes of a Chimera in the 
braines of ſome. The word Liberty has deluded us into patience, 
and patience ſince 48, has brouzhe forthnot leſs payments , bue 
more ſervitude, | 

We are obſtruQed, you'l ſay, ſo that we are nor permitted ro 
foſter up our Babe to full perfeRton : And /#i/{ are you like to 
be ; for the wiſe foreſeerhe Ev:/ of ſuch a State, and contrive 
withas much dzſign to prevent it, asthe unadviied to bring ir 
on: Yetfrom 48. to 53. you had u from the Nsrſe, and 
mizhr in five years-have ſer it upon its Fe-r, but that you found 
the /ſwe-t of ingroſſing Power to your ſelves: No nieed,could 
t Rand without jox, which might be evident from the hizh 4:{- 
ex/} and rhe great ſcorne you were reproach'c with, when ic was 
diffolv'd ; Not one b/o0dy noſe 1n the defence of that High and 
Aſiehty State 3 Nor ſcarce a good thought fince of any of the 
perſons : For your late. twice advancement, Iſuppoſe, e'ce this 
you are ſenſible, tharit was only to ſervea tur, as a thing fic 
ro be mace a property: Do'nt you believe that it was deſire of 
your Rule, but of a farther change, that inſprrited the people 
againſt the Army , when you pothibly as zext at hand, moup- 
red the empty Saddle , but you were not warm in the: ſear , be- 
fore with a pub/ick leave you were #»h:7/t, witneſs the Boxfires 
that mighthave lighted youto the Lands cnd,. f you had dared ro» 
«ome among them.. Now 


= X X | : nay | 
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. Now, though Idiſownthoſe irregular tranſactions, yet they: | 
rongly ty: me 1n this ſence, thatas this Government was ort- 
eirally founded 1na ſingle petſon, ſo the G:ninus of the veople 
{4111 acheres to the {ame foundation, Examine we the various 
revotumons that have hapned, Brirans, Rtmans, Saxons, Danes, 
and Normans ; or more neerly the changes in their deſcendents 
from the d:7ett line to the Colarera]; ' or neerer, the times of 
inſurreion, depoſing Kings, Edward and Ry: hard both the 
ſeconcs of the Name , and ie ſhall find K:»eſpip ftfll-rmfathion: 
Nay, that of King John 1s more norotious ; for when the peo- 
ple had 1n a ſort derhroned that King, and ſworne allegeance 
to Lewis of France , yet when John dyed , the people 
not only expell'd the forraigner, but having power in their own 
hands , they Crowned his Sexxe an infant , without power or 
adherents And nog one ſyllable in al :*zr Chronicles, of a 
defien or endeavour to nds Free-(tate ; No not wh:n Wat 
Tiler, or Jack, Straw revell'd it with their Clownes. Is our 
Genius changed? you will find it, No, Did you not obſerve 
in the laſt Protetior, whoin a ſingle perſon bearing up-bur 
the hadow of Kingſhip , was ſo ſeconded by a full Repreſentas 
tive , that had he not bin betrayed by his: own puſillanimity, and £ 
the power of a corrupted Army, he had bin ſufficiently ſecured a3 
gainſt the State Zelots, 

'Tis notthe ſence or intereſt of a few, that can long ſway a 
Nation. If the publich iÞ:r:it be averſe, at the longs runne it 
will prevaile. The more diſpute there is with that ſpicir , the 
more imbitter'd it will be found; for whatever we dream , even 
when the mm/titude have the power, the command isin a Few{ 
The aQive ſpirits lead the herd , and inyroſs the place, the pro- 
fit, and the ſway : Thisin a generous tnind begers 4:;/dain, and 
that fa#ti.n; for when all are equa), thouſands think themſelves 
as deſerving Rule, as thoſe that carryir, To fatisfie a//, it Is 
impoſſible ; to pleaſe few, diſpleaſes the moſt, Our tranſa&'= 
ons ſince 48, have made this as ſenfhble , as we have made out 
ſelves defpicable, To conclude, The Engliſh Gentry have Spi- 
its p#re , naturally juſt, and Generow ; like fire aſpiring as 2 
Pyjramide , from low to high, andirt will never reft, till it con- 
traQs it ſelf unto a #nity attop: So God is Oe, or he were 
not God , nor could he rule the world. ' He that likes not 


B 2 chat 
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that preſident, bur delights in the Rule of xea»y, let him begin a 


Preſident i» his family, and he may there poflibly have enough: 
ro. do, 


_—_ — ji On TOE I" ” PW | a. th. III OO 
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Miſchiefs incident to our endeavenrs for 4 
Free-State, 


Tm we cannot fix a ſettlement of a State, yer poſſibly by 
Artifice and Contrivance ſome may continue a Rotation in 


diſorder : As Boys at Foor-ball, now one, then another trip- 
ping up the heels, and carrying away the Ball : Some perhaps 
chat out-run their fellows , may hit the mark, , and ſuck the: 
ſweet , till being full-gorg'd , they grow Lazy; and ſome em- 
pry ones thatare moreaCtive , mount their Roomes. In the 
mean time , We their tributaries are atracht with theſe miſ- 
chiefs. 

1, Weſhall. conſtantly live under the affrights of an inva/or 
Yrom abroad z. for while any of that Royal Line ſurvive, we ma 
well judee that they contrive a Ret auration : And our Statet- 
men- have bin /o &:x4 ro Him, as norto give his Home-party a 
full. ob!iviow ; but againſt. true policy and preſident, do conti- 
nue them d:ſ«b1:d,,. and {© indiſcontent, Hence is it , that 

muſt be alwayes jealous nor affured of our »:x: Neigh» 

| ok tillan equal ſufferance begets an-equal ſence. 
2. While we groan under this fear, 'tis of necefſity that we 
-—-continue a conſiderable Force at Land and Sza; which lying 
idle, will cortupt as {fianding water in-a- Pool, andendanger a 
new. combuſtion, as they are town up by their preſent after - 
However like our old Lora-Dares, they will be burthenſome 
to the Country by their Quarterinz, and conſequently odious: 
Or otherwiſe to keep the Souldiery in ation, we mult either 
affrigh: them, upon the diſcovery of a »ew-fain'd-plot, or engage 
them ina forrargy Warz To this arethe united Provinces in- 
forc't, to prevent Kingſhip in the Prince of Orange; though 
their ſcituation kcures their Barghcr- ſhips. much Rronglier than 
can. 


RR TRIPS ma. * 
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an ours; for their Dominion conſiſts chiefly in ftrong Gariſong, 
Fortified Townes , and thoſe in a ſma)l circuit ; ſhould one or 
more of them be ſurprized by a 5#,7e Army, the re(t will cake 
the #'arm, and prevent their progreſs by the forcz of Walls and 
Bulwarks-, not tob2 maſtered but by Se:ges tedious, and more 
expenſive, than ten ſuch Princes can advance : But in England 
an open continent , he that Commands the. field , Rules the 
purſe; for London is too rich to have courage, and will more 
readily ſubmit to the w:l! of the Commander,than to the mode/ y 
of his Army, 

3. While we have ſuch fears, and ſuch an Army, we muſt 
continue contribation , beſides thoſe great Cx,%omes and Exciſe , 
which impoveriſh us, though not ſo ſenfably, yer more bccerly 
than the Tax ; for the commodity being charged, the price 15 
Taiſed, and the buyereven almoft1n every thing thac he eats , 
drinks, or wears, payes th2 account, I remember when Mr, 
Pm that grand Patriot , upon neceſſity bur mentioning the 
word Exciſe in the Houſe of Commons, was by a young ſpiric ,. 
and not without applauſe , calledroth2 Barre. What then we 
eftcemed Poyſon, we takz now as Phy/ick; butin that Age ir 
ſeem'd impoſhble that a free-bor» Engliſh-man could have ſwal- 
Jowed it, *Twas bezot in the Low-Coauntries with their State 
which makes them Free 3 thats, in P«rſe, notin Priviledge - 
for no: Exgliſh King dar'dever demand , what they are inforc't 
to pay. Now conhider we what benevolences , - Sequeſtrati- 
ons , five and twentieth parts, a Tax of fifty ſubſidies art once , 
Fines and Compoſitions , Sales of Kings, Biſhops, Deans and 
Chapters , and'Delinquents Lands, the two parts of Papilts ;, 
nay a ſhare of our very chats: 5-5 tothe diſtreſſed , beſides con- 
ſtant contributions that have been levied: How has it all. been 
devoured by the Armies , whoſe belly indeed has no bottome ! 
ret what eArrears tothe do we ow? 2 what a Deb have we 
contraged ? 'ris judged not leſs than 7 bree Millions ! Leſſen 
th2 Army we dare not ; then muſt we. /xpply 1tin proportion, or 
permit PS which is worſe ; for the Souldier muſt /zve , 
and he ca::not by the aire. Whence ſhall we acquire this vaſt 
Sum 2 not leſs certainly can our conſtant charge be, than zo 
millions bythe year , beſides the intereſt of the great debr which 


ſwells dayly ; we have the i 1:ck, that none. will 86:1 , that 
| "me 
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we may have Lands to Sequeſtry , noneto fell ; Cuftoms ſink , 
ard ſo will the Exciſe, All for the future (if the Army conti- 
nue) mult be extorted by contribution from the ſtarveling Coun- 
tries. But I doubt, as there1is httle Wil roi, fo there ts leſs 
ability ; Their patience bas bin exerciſed to the height ; Take 
heed; Neſcit plebs jejunatimere, as ambition has no beund's,ſo ne- 

cefliry has no Barre. | 
4. Pay; How 1s ic poſſible they ſhould, if Trade fails ; 
Our ſubſiſtence in the Country, hangs ſenlibly on commerce in 
rhe City. Obſerve 1t in one commodity ; How can the Gentle- 
man expe& his Rent, when his Tenant cannot ſell his Yoo > 
If wool be not ſold , how can the poor ( millians of poor ) be 
ſet on work > If the poor be ror ſer on work, they muſt feat, 
or ſtarve; Ifthe Cloathyer can vent no Cloth, how can he. 
buy the Wool > If the Merchant have not a free and well-orde- 
red Traze, how can he buy cloth > The miſcarriages of theſe 
times has ſpoyled the-Trade of our Cloth beyond the ſeas ; ſo 
that unleſs we return into order, and awe our Neighbours toa 
ſutable correſpondence , 'cis not recoverable. For other trades 
how they fink, may be evident 'from the dayly rzprwres that are 
ſpoken of 3 and more fully from the 2000. ſail that we have lot 
fince the Spaniſh War, Now, the commodities we have thence 
we take in upon reta:le from our Officious Neighbour , who 
knows handſomly to foment the difference, and reap the ad- 
vantage. Our gold walks beyond Sea more freely than in Exg- 
land, Forraign Trade we pay for dear, Home-commadities 
we ſell cheap. *Tis not bollible bur the wealth of Exgland ſinks 
in value confiderably every year: No Trade can be, till there 
be a ſettlement ; No ſettlement, while we dance every day to 
a new Whiſtle. There are ten models in propoſal, and every 
faftion is with blood ready to avow his way the beſt, While we 
thus ſtagger, we may ſhortly expe& to be accoſted with the ſame 
dilemma , that a poor labourer put upon my Tenant the other 
day, from whoſe fold, week after week he had toln a (beep ; he 
freely confeſt the Thefr, and told him , work he had zoze , 
nor could get any , though he offered to labour at leſs value than 
he was wort 3 worth he was no more than his earthey pat; ſteal he 
muſt; hang him he might, but he his wife and five children would 
not/arve,whilethey had hands to take, | | 
f of Were' 
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5. Were it poſhble to keep down the ſpirit of the Engliſh , 
which has been ſo imbitrer*d by the violent inſtruments of our 
Statiffs , what ſhall we think of /r:/and,, who already AR ina 
ſence altogether averſe to our new model > Nay, what of Scor» 
land , afree people, no way in Vaſllalage tous, unleſs upon 
the account of our /ate Congueſi: Can we think thoſe two 
Kingdomes will rrack/e undzr this ? Certainly, they wait bur 
opportunity , and when it comes , 'twil coſt us dear : Their in- 
rereft undoubredly is King(;p, whereby they may poſſibly hope 
to have an influence upon the ſweets of our Courr. While thus 
we are imbroyl'd with fears and Wars ro ſubdue our tribu- 
raties , Our purſes and blood muſt be at the expe»ſe , and our 
enemies abroad will work their intereſts. 

6. Was not the maintenance of our fundamental Laws , 
the pretence of our q#4z7:/? Found we not the ſpirit of the 
| Nation rowz'd up upon the ſound of the T7umper? Popery , 
was it not deciy'd ? and Religion, Proteſtant Religion adjude*d 
tobe in danger ? wereiwe not cali*d uprothe Bartel upon the 
account of Zeale witha ( #rſe y: Meroz > Now if we truck 
on'in the ſearch for a Free-ſtate ; as for Reiizion, ſo much of it 
as we may call Proreſtazt , muſt of neceſſity turn ro Wanronneſs; 
for our divifonsare ſo great already, that we dare not exaſpe-= 
rare by advancing D-ſecipline, Nay, indeed we. cannot if we 
dard ; forthe moſt af:ve of our Skatifts ( if they have any Re- 
ligion,) *cis thar of rhe Oy » Which they own as the maine 
ſupporter of their Xſode/, whoſe intereſt it is, to give Licents- 
ouſneſſe. toall. As for Laws, thoſe which we adored for the 
excellency and antiquity, muſt of neceflicy be alrer'd in our 
F:e2domes of rer/on and eſtate , whereintrue liberry 1s princt- 
pally concern'd: Thus, ifwe have a free-flate in the way of 
a Houſe of Commons a/wayes, or a Council in the interval ; 
that Soveraizn Court will take power to impoſe Taxes, and 
toimpriſon perſons : Now by the Law of England no free-man 
Kaas be taxed or impreſt, but by Att of Parliamen: ſolemn- 
ty and regularly paſt by the rhree eſtates, and he 1ntruſted the 


ele&ed ro conſent only ſo far as by CommenConrcil of the three 


eſtates ſhould be agreed: In paſſing whereof, the Commons 
were as the Tribunes of the people , as their Bulwark againſt 


tiph payments and impreſſitres demanded by the Prince. ; To 
whoſe: 
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whoſe occaſions they would not contribut2, unleſs well Catisfi- 
ed of the neceſſity and disburſement ; which granted,they had the 
ſame concernment therein with the whole people, thatis, To 
pay, and to be imjreſt. Now when the Commons are grown So- 
veraign, who ſholl we call upon to be our T7:bwres ? for the ſame 
perſons that have the power to raiſe, have in«fie& the priviledge 
co diburſe. Andhow litle will they value thoſe ſmall ſhares 
which they pay in their Rents, when they ſhall afluredly receive 
large falanies by their imployments ? For believe it, though eve- 
ry Stateſman has not prefermert , yet the moſt conſiderable will 
be in pay, and thoſe are leaders to the reſt. Upon this account it is, 
that while a Parliament fits, we ſhall be in conſtant pay; for the 
leaders will ſtrain for a deſign, rather than. want a preferment ; 
And we the people may perhaps complain of the Retcerated bur- 
then; bur tro whom ſhall we appeal? As for our perſons,by our 
known Lawes,we could not be impriſon'd, bur by a -eg#lar pro- 
ce2ding in a courſe of juſtice,or a ful AF of Parliament. An ar- 
reſt there ought to be, and thereupon a Bayt, unleſs the cauſe ap- 
pear*d not baylable by the Warrant ; when the accuſed had free- 
dometo make defence upon peruſal of his charge ; if injuſtice or 
malice appear*d in that proſecution, his reparation was ready and 
uſual. Orherwiſe than thus, could not a Houſe of Commons ori- 
ginally proceed, unleſs poflibly upon their ow# member;,which is 
diſputable z bur an impeachment muſt be drawn, and a trial had 
before the Lords asa Courc of Juſtice, Should the King, or the 
Council commit an Engliſh man, it was upbraided as an A& of 
Tyranny. What becomes of this eminent freedom under a free- 
ſtate, when upon ſlight ſuggeſtions of a i:gh:fu/ Neighbor that 
1s.in power, the Ser;eant at Armes ſeizes us with his exorbicanc 
fees ! Nobayl, no Habeas Crrpus, no regular way of juſtice to do 
us right. And there poſlibly,after a twelyemonth, if we have 200d 
f:1znds, and can humble our ſelves to our potent Adverſary, may 
we get diſcharg'd, but without amends or knowing of our Crime : 
Andthis ccurſe muſt be continued upon Reaſon of State, Lo thus 
while we cajol our ſelves with the name of Freedom, we loſe the 
thing, and become free only to be made ſlaves. 
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SECT, III, 


* "The happineſſe of 4 compoſure with the right Heir 
Ig of the Crown, 


T Nance I might more, but cheſe being plainly and ſer(ibly 
| miſchievous, may ſuffice. Enquire we nov into the way of 


that tis far more ealie to demonktrate what way be evi/than what 
will be good ; but comparing times with things, I doubt not te 
evidence bur that a cloſure wich the way of Kingſ(hip is much ra- 
ther ro bz embrac'd as that which may be good, than that confu- 
fion, which certainly will be evil; And dream we not of cloſing 
the difference by ereKing a ſingle perſon of a new (ine; far thar 
will /eſ{ex the party, in that it makes the quarrel perſonal, and 
will the more diſguſt the ſpirits of this generous people, in thar 
they areſubj to their Eqzal, who to retain his uſurpation, 
will be enforc'd to accumulate thoſe violences wher2of we. 
had ſad experience under the 9/d Proteffor ; otherwiſe he ſhall 
ſoon be made the abjz& of our cortempr, as was his ſon with bis 
eafieand gentle way of a&ingz Norwill the afore-reciced miſ- 
chiefs be ar all prevented ; for our feers will be the ſame, and 
conſequently our charge. Ir reſts only that we cloſe with the 
rizht Heir of the Crown upon termes conducible ro aſſurance z 
And yer not ſuch as may ſo much —_ the juſt righrs of the 
Crown as to advarce a licentiouſneſs in the people ; for with ſo- 
ber men, who weigh the reaſon of things, a Negative in the 
Prince, is a moſt ſec«xe preſervative of Peace to the people; and 


the people have as much comfort under the Prote&tion of his juſt + 


Prerogartive, as they have be»efit by their own priviledges, Nor 
will «reaſonable terms that are impoſed be farther ,continued 
than they are1nforc'd ; only therefore ſecuring againſt revenge, 
let the old Lawsbe the favdard berween both, and thoſe duly 
executed , wil ſuficiently , and without entrenchment ſecur9 
both ; From ſuch a cloſure probably will reſult theſe advan- 


cages. | 


C x Peach 


cure.;, And things certainly are reduc'd to that ill remper, 
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4 diſcomrſofor a King and Parliament: 
1. Peace enſues, and thence Plenty ; No jealoufie of a pre- 
terder to invade us frum abroad; Ir-land, yea and Scotland 
w:ll acquieſce by way of ſubordination to thx Crown ; the Roy- 
al party muſt ſubmic to the rermes agreed 3 For if the Head be 
fatished, the $24 hath neither power nor ricle to diſpute it; far- 
ther, | 

2. Parties reconcil'd, what receſſity is there of a Land-Army? 
the 4:1itias without charge in every County being ſecur'd 1n 
Hands of confidece, ſo that ſuch of the ſouldiery who make: war 
their tr-d ,may have leaſure to-b2 imployed ar Sea, where need- 
ful it wilt be that we continue a conſiderable Fleet, as the als 
of England ; and to preſerve that Soveraignty at Sea which is our 
ancient right ; the reſt being paid their arrears, may chearfully 
retire to their wives and friends, 

2. This horrid Tax, yea and the Exciſe may ſhortly ceaſe ; 
for Iſhall anon evidence that a Revenew may be advanc'd with- 
out either of theſe, fully competent ro ſupport the-Conrt-experce, 
and the neceſſities of the Publick ; only at preſent ic will be 
needful that we impoſe one | qa Tax, ſuppoſe we a twelve- 
months contribution to-be paid at once, therewith to pay. the 
arrears of the Army, and disband them howonrgbly ; Theſe ar- 
rears mult at laſtbe paid, if we intend jultice ro t hoſe that are in 
power to'command tt , nor can therebe any way but this cloſure 
ro get th:m paid ; otherwiſe, as their pay groys, ſo will their ar- 
rears, and increaſe dayly ; better were it that at once we take a 
Rrong purge, than live contributing till we conſume beyond the 
cure of phyſick, 

4. A Peace with forraign Princes 15 @ certain conſequent of 
this cloſure, having a Prince ſo related in 6/00, nay of the higk- 
ft extratftioz 1nthe Chriftian world, and he grown formidable in 
the con;ur tion of all intereſts; for he rules a people that have 

2en d:/ciplin'd m war , which on both: fides have given ſuch 
evidence cf a c:#rage, that will bet he rerror of the world, were 
we drawn off from worrying our own bowels ; were we all uni- 
ted in /ove, as In ſubjeftion ; which: poſhbly by time and a di- 
ſcreet receding on each fide may be accomplith'd ; as then we 
ſha!! be awſul, ſo ſhall we be courted to alliances, which may bs 
accepted, as may conduce to-the intereſt of the y oftet* From 
hence flows Trade, and thence yealth to an Iſland ; that Coms 
CEN 2 merce 
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merce which we hold now by r<taile, and run with high hazards, 
may enrich us at the firſt hand, and without danger z nay, poſit- 
bly we may turn the #allaxce, and our greedy neighbour may take 
his turn in che /:ghter ſcale, 

5. We may attain to a condition wherein we may dare to 
own Religion, ſutable to thoſe of the Reformed party beyond 
che Seas ; and thereby beger a confidence in them of our real: y 
and adherence to the intereſt of the true Proteſtant Cauſe, when 
upon account of the Grandure of our State, and our opportune 
ſcituation we may become the head of that Party to enlarge the 
Territories of the Goſpel, and awe in a Toleration in our ways 
of worſhip, where they are moſt exploded ; Let the Goſpel have 


free paſſage,and it will make its own way;for I diſown the promo- - 


tion of it by the Sora, as totally unchriltian, and bzqueath it to 
che Tutk.- -- 

* 6. This cloſure will in ſome ſort clear the i»teprity of ſuch as firſt 
engaged in the war; what was. in wraryny, i the defenc? of 
Liberty and Rg/igion, which was afterwards model'd into words 
by a Solemn League and C:wenart, which if any, was the Good 
Old Cauſe, wherein the Covenanters ſwore to perſiſt , and not 
to ſuffer themſelves diretty or indir«Hy, by whatſorver combi- 
nation, jerſwaſion or terror, to be divided or withdrawn , whe- 
ther ta make defettion to the contrary par:y, or to give thens- 
ſelves to a deteſtable wndifferency or neutrality in the Cauſe 
which was then judged ſo much to concern the. glory of God, tie 
good of the Kingdoms , and henokur of the King , but that all 
the dayes of therr lives zealouſly and conſt antly they would con- 
11nue theiei againit all oppoſition, and promate the fave ace 
cording to their power againſt all lets and impedins:nts what- 
ſoever ,, which Covenant they then declared ro make 1» the pre- 
ſence of Almighty God, the ſearcher of all hearts, with atrue 
intent to perform the ſame, as th:y ſhmild an{wir it at the great 
day when the 'ecrets of all hearts ſhould be diſcloſed ; which Co- 
venant thovgh poſſibly at firſt upon account of taking it withour 
the Kings conſent, mu;ht not latisfie ſome, as to the manner of 
impoling, yet ſince the matt.r of it may in ſubſtance be appro- 
ved , and that the now King cf Scots has there freely engaged 
therein, and may poſſibly conſent toan A to thateffet ; will 
Ut not ſeem h1gh perjury, and that we bave_jugeled with che 

| | G2 world 
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world and our own ſouls, if we acquieſce not in the enjoyment 
thereof, which indeed comprehends all that reaſonab/e men can. 
defizn ; howſhall we anſwer it ro-the great God, in whoſe pre- 
ſence it was ſo ſolemnly entred. with hands advanc'd? How ſcan- 
dalous is it to the Proteſtant Canſe 2 as if our Religion were on. 
ly fic to be made a property to ſerve a rmrn; nay, how glorious 
will it be to thoſe brave fagorners thereof, that maugre the arti- 
fices of head-ſtrongStatifts, the Enthuſiaſmes of deluded SeQa- 
ries, the violences of a tumultuous ſouldiery, they vindicare their 
firſt principles, and abandoning the ſuggeſtions of a private inte- 
reſt, to intend the Publick; That the world might bear mit- 
eſſe (for ſo they covenanted it ſhould) with their own ronſci- 
ences of their loya'ty , and that they had no thoughts or jnten«- 
tions to diminiſh his CMajeſties oft power and greatneſs, 
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SECT. 1V.. 


Reſolves to the grand 0bjeitions that ſeeme 
to obſtrat7 it; 
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Rand ObjeRions I expeR to be thrown in azainſt this clo- 

JI ſure; I ſhall offer at ſome ſolutions,which poſhbly improy*d, 

may manifeſt that the difficulties are not ſo conliderable, as thoſe 
that argue with a prejudice, pretend, 
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Qpett, J. Purchaſers of Biſhops and Deans :and Chapters lands are 
| ; perſons many: and of quality , and being in hazard to 
forgo their purchaſes , they will become diſcomented, and 
charge the S:ate- with falſhoed , up» whoſe credit they 
dieburſ their moneys. 


eAin(s.. To difcourſe ſoberly, and with reſpe& ro the Rare of our af- 
fairs, I ſhall wave a diſpute, what Diſcipline in the Church, or 
whether any prefix: form by a Divize right? when the four 
vrand prerenders, Papal, Epiſcopal, Presbyterian and Indepen- 
dent (ball ceconcile the ſam: cexts, which af of them quote to a 
rontrary tenent, pollibly the world may be fatished to cloſe wh | 
| that : 


CO 
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that which is approved. Jn the mean time it becomes diſcreet; 
Rulers ſo to manage that intereſt , that there may be Order in 
the Church without { o»f#/ton to the State. 

Nowas tous, it w2 inquire throughly , find we ſhall, that 
(whether it were the /»10vatons of the Prelacy , or their [corz- 
ful expreſſions of the Gentry,or ſharp proſecutions of lome more 
popular of the Miniftty , or their intruſions upon the rights of 
the Commox- Law , that gave the occation )) The ext;rpation of 
that Hierarchy had a Rtrong influence 1n' fomenting the fi-/# 
War, not therefore improperly inftil d Bellurm Epiſcopale, If 
this were ſo , and that the poweris gain'd by ſtrange providence, 
evento a miracle wich:ut 6/204 , 1nto thole hands that fir/t di- 
ſpated it , that have engay'd by Covenant to extirpate it, I cars 
not but judze the reſtauration of the H;crarchy either in title or 
eſtate ro be deſperate ; much the rather fincethe King of Scots 
has ſo eminently bin draryn to declar2 his ſence that way, by 
engaging in that Covenant. And indeed fince by an AQ with the. 
Kings Fiat, they are diſabled Yotes 11 Parhiamenr, rhe High 
' Commiſſion, nay, all coercive power ( to abrogate which Lay, 
will be of huge difficulty among the Co:nmons ) they have lit- 


tle lefr them but the Name , to ſupport which,ſo vaſt a Reveney:. 


15 not expedient. And their perſons, moſt of them bing now 
dead, ard none ſucceeding to the eſtate, a Purchaſer may 
enjoy his Bargaine with lefſ; reproach , than Delinquents 
Lands , where the He:re d;/inher:rrd , will lie always mn the. 
check. | 
Not that the Purchaſer ſhould enly pamper himſeif by the. 
m1iſeries of the times, and reap the f»/{ benefit of his far b:r- 
24ia, but ſhould contribute a jum conſiderable for the ſecxring 
of his Ticde. Thus, let hit pay in to the publick uſe ſix years 
#rchaſe of the full value, and then ler his Title. be confirm'd 
by a full Parhiament. Inrending this for Fre-/imple, where 
there are leſs intereſts, there may bea proportionable pay. . The : 
reſult of this will be 3 A vaſt ſum raiſed to the Pablick, without: 
damage tothe Purchaſer ; for in ſubſtance he makes a new pur- 
chaſe : His Fe2-eſtate with reſpe& to the crazy Title, is not ya=- 
luable above 12. or 13. years purchaſe , and ſo it paſſes from 
man toman.. Now when by this new disburſement” he has- his 
Ticle ſecur'd , his Fee-eRtare will be valuable 18. or: 20, yeates 
| Pure- 
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purchaſe, and ſo to be ſold from man to man, ſo that what he 
payes in mon) , is repaid him inthe value of his eſtate, This 
or the like expedient, conſidering how low they paid at firft, 
what monyes they have rais'd fince by Woods and perquiſirs , 
what ſufferers we have bin in gereral throughout the Nation;may 
fatisfie with reaſon the moſt gre: dy of thoſe Purchaſers, The un- 
reaſonable muſt be over-rul'd; for the private muſt bz ballanc*c by 
the publick. 

With this, that the Purchaſers of D-ans and Chapters Lands 
coming under the A& only of oze Houj/e , may be perſwaded to 
advance a higher proportion, to ſecure their Titles : And the 
monys by them paid, oughr in j#/. zce to be disburſt for the ad- 
vance of the Church in buying in Zmpropriations , being ar firſt 


defign'd for that end, toencourage /rarming. A lean mainte- 


nance will in time produce a con:emptible Miniſiry, even the 
»2-axeſt of the people,to th: infamy of our Church, | 


IT. *Tis farther argued, That if Kingſhip be reſtor'd , there 
muſt be a revenew ſmable to the jplendour of the Court , 
and to ſupport his great alliance, when a Free-ſtate occaſions 
mo ſuch expence ; ard the Kings revenew being now diſpoſed , 
he will become a vaſt burthen tathe State, 


' Nothing more demonſtrative than that upon the oor of the 
account we ſhall! find Kingſhip a great eaſe to the publick 
charge. ' We allotted the old ProteQor no leſs than a conſtant 
Revenew of 1900coo.l. to ſupport the Government; yer that 
ſum at the yeares end cleai*d not the account : Much more I a- 
ver is now co'le&ed year by year out of the bowels of the peo- 
ple ; and more ws muſt , while we maintain an Army, or con- 
tnue in feare, orengage in forraign War , which our a&:ve 
pi: it; will be too too apr to 1mbroyleus in from time totime, 
thereby ſome to feed az2b:tio» , others their purſes, And ſuch 
a ſpirit we reade of working in all Fre:-ſtates, Ancient, and 
Modern, | 

' Compareweit with the expences of our old Courts z when 
th: Kings Revenew in Lands, Perquiſits, and Cuftoms, exceed- 
ed not 70cooo.L a year , itadorn'd it with a glorious Court, a 
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noble £qw1page for thz honour of the Nation, and yer paid off a 
conſiderable Fleer , which has not bin much improy*d by our vaſt 
payments, a | be® 

Senſible it is , that were the Crowa- Lands reſtored,and the 
Cuſtom:s moderately ſerled, though not ſo. inhanced as they now 
are tothe -ruine of Trade, thence might ariſe a ſufficient Reve- 
new to ſecure the S:as , and ſupply the Conrt: With this, that 
upon Emergencizs If a Fre? Parliament ſaw cauſe, they might 
add a ſupply by the old way of $:b//die, or Contiiburion, if it. 
ſeem more equal ; which being but ozce paid, and in a mode- 
rate propottion and aſſent by a Free Parliament, and when Trade. 
is free, and exciſe banithr, would be rathez. a ſport,than a barther , 
in compariſon of the mon: hly Tax. 

Now for the Crows-Lazds, I can inſtance ſeveral Parlia- 
ments wherein they have | in re-af#w'd,, as notalienable, v hen 
2 profuſe Prince has bin maſſed by his Court-Paraſites, and find-' 
ing his. miſtake, has given them up tothe f#ry of the people ;. 
for indeed thoſe Lands are in the Kinzs hands by way of tra#t , 
wherein his Subje&s have a kind of 7*cere/? ; as well for ſafety , 
as for honour ; which may inumate the weakzeſs of their Title 
who purchaſed the ſame from the remainders only of the Houſe 
of Commons. Yet for the ſake of peace, why may they rot 
come to a diſcount ? and being re-imburſt their real purchaſe- 
money, with damages, diſcounting the- mein profits, will'ng- 
ly yield up that bro.cz inheritance, wherein 1 and all true En- 
oliſhmen may pretend ſome intereſt, Something of the |tke na- 
ture may be effter'd for the recovery of thoſe we call Delirquents 
Lands. The late Treaty between France and Spazxe , gives a 
fair preſident, where the contrary parties whoſe eltates were 
Sequeſtred and ſold , were rc-;»fta:ed in the juſt condition as 
the Linds then were at the promulgation of the peace, without a- 
ny account for the mean profits. | 

Thele Crown-Lands b2ing thus re-aflumed , will ſupply-the 
Court and thoſe dependances ; and for their re-purchaſe , why 
may not the monyes raiſed from the purchal ers of B ſhops Lands 
be imploy'd that way ; or part of it, waich willſuſhce > When 
the King wants more, let him be endear'd ro his people for 
a ſupply; and that indeed was the good old way to redreſs. our 
erievances, When we bought it by our putſcs; and the bargain 
- Was no. burthen, II.” Tis 
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11. 'Tis argued, That Rel gion will be in hazard uton a 
cloſure w th the King , His Mother us of the Komiſh 
arty ; He ts now trained up amongſt them ; nor can 


he do l:(ſe than gratific the Popiſh wh atoleration. 


Nothing ( doubtleſs) is of more concernment than the ſc- 
cnrity 'of Religion 3 and for that part of it which 1s Proteſtaxt , 
this cloſure ſeems the only way ro ſecurett: But weare notto 
hearken to ſuch as cry up Rel:g:on, and defign Fattion; that cry 
out Zeale for the Lord of Hoits, when they intend ſelf-intereſt : 
Tokeepupa party, oran «fſ«Fed way, of tobethe ſe dixir 
of a Country ; Religion bas not at all proſper'd by undue pra- 
ices to advance it, *Tis p:ety, meckyeſſe, patience, humility, 
and thoſe graces of che Spirit that convince and convert, when 
tigidneſs, cenſuring, and the ſword exaſperate, and harden. 
Bur have we nct a Parliament of Proteſtams , and the Militia 

- tm their hands to ſecure their Religion ? Has not Gods power or 
truch evidence to ſecure it ſelf? 

Cerrainly,the education of this Pr:»ce among that party, is 
not of choice 3 and ſhall our compulſion bz term'd his crime > 
How averſe he has bin to the documents of his eMorth:y, fame 
has ſufficiently made clzar. Inquifitions there have bin, and by 
him thar was molt concern'd , and kept intelligence abundanr, 
as well into his ( ow»ſels, ashis /ife ; and never was he yet re- 
proach'r with debanchery in Religion or converſe. Nay,toa mis» 
racle, as if defign'd by God for ſome great work, has he bin 
preferv'd in perſor, and kept uncorruptin Opinion, againſt the 
Mord on the ove hand, andtempration on the other, A change 
'of his Religion, would doubtleſs have engag'd him a powerful 
aſſiſtance from the Romiſh intereſt ; which hitherto has ſeem*d 
rather to tyre out his conſtancy by ſufferance, than to r:ſext his 
miſery, The Jeſuie neither ſpeaks, nor a&s indifferently as ro 
' his perſox; and you finde not many of the Romitſh way , thar 

_ ewe him much applauſe, which argues a ſtrong fear in them of 

- not much complacency in Him : -It has bin their proje&, to 
crumble our Religion into Sefts; upon hopes, that men finding 

' no ſteddinefs inthofe ſandy foundations which are built on the 
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eiddineſs of b»/ie ſpirits, and fzlſe /ights , may atlaſt fall of 
to their way of Popery , which ſeems more Kmired upon accounc 
of their ſevere diſcipline. | 

 -Andnow that God after ſo many years-contrivance, ſhould 
' blowe off on a ſudden their whole deſignes, and reftore- things by 
range-providence to their firſt principles, and ſore likelihood 
of good Order in the Church , and peace in the State ,. they 
ſeem confuunded ; and 'cis thought,will endeayour nothing more 
than the confuſion of the Prince, whoſe conjun&ion will ſe- 
Cure it to pelſterity, For well they know how he has bin le- 
; tured by his Royal Father , as wellas tutoured by expe-, 

rience 3 which may enable him as to be the wiſet , ſo 
the moſt Religious Prince, You may read it thus , 

1 de require and entreat you as your Father, and your King, 
that you never ſuffer your heart to recerve the leaſt check, a- 
gainſt , or diſaſfeftion Fu the true Religion eſtabliſh't in the 
Church of England; / tell you, I have tryed it ; aud after much 
ſearch and many diſputes, have concluded it to be the beft int 
the world ; not only in the community, Chriftian; but alſo int 
the fpecial notron as reform:d; keeping the middle-wnay b-tween 
the pomp of ſuper ſtitieus Tyranny, and the meanneſ's of fantaſt ich, 
Anarchie : Not but that ſome lines as in very good fignres may 
happily need ſome ſweetning and poliſhing , which might here 
have eaſily bin dove by a ſafe and gentle hand, &c. To this 
ſence ſpake he , when he had »o mre to-fjeak, Now how ih 
matters of conſequence this King has purſued elſewhere His Fa+ 
thers documents, is ſenfible ro him that reads and «bſerves + 
And here in this is as manifeſt as the Sun,and he that diſputes ir 
has more prejudice than reaſon ; and ſuch fingular Opinioniſts 
are r.ot worth that ſatisfaion. As for his Mother , ſhe has had 
roo much experience of rhe Engliſh ſpirits, and their averſe- 
neſs to her way, 2s toengage her Son upon that account to his 
ruine. If that way ſhe cannot now manage Him, how can ſhe, 
nay,how dare ſhe here? Nor indeed/have herRelations inFrazct, 


bin ſo propitiousto H:m,as to endear Hum to Her : Witneſs His 
expulſion thence, 
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\ Objeft, IV. *Tis argued, That the Royal Family and that party have 
| bin ſo highly diſoblig'd, that no Abt of Oblivion 6as: ſe. 
ewre the oppoſes againſt revenge: What refuge us there a- 
gainſt the anger of an inrag*d Prince , when. he us once 1n 
power ? | 


= Igrant that there have bin provecations to the height :- 
efoſP.. ſhall we therefore continue to provoke, becauſe we have brgmn 2 - 
*Tis a Rule indeed, Thar he that does wrong , never forgives, . 
bur he that has wrong, may. The intereſt of revenge is paſſio-- 
nate, bur the intereſt of. ;rofit ariſes from a paſſion that prevatls 
more, . He's fooliſh that antepoſes rumony and 'em; ty paſlion, | 
when it ſtands in-competition with his ſafety 3 and this Prince 


my of. Y:{dome : . He has eat hitherto as it were at the Atmes of 
Charity, having nota 7x1: of aſſurance to the Bed, he ſleeps 
on :. Acoutſe of living abominared by a Koyal Sper, were 
not Neceſfluy, a Commander of all Lays : . A Prince that has - 
not. per ſÞally bin diſguſedas his father ; nor knows he th2face 
of, 141), that have bin inftrumencal to his hardſhips. . 

| Now when a Prince from /o low a deprefiure ſhalt be ad- 
vanc't ro the warmth of. Severargnty , .he will be ſo fenfible of 
hat great and ſudden chavge, as to judge ſuch as have affiſted in - 
his reftauration, have fully obliterared the unkmdneſs of their 
former oppolktions ; which perhaps too: and rot Without rea- - 
ſon, .may be attributed to the prevatency or. the falſhood of 
fome Grandees now- i th: earth; or. perhaps to,- a miſtake of 
the true (tare of things, for whois he that is: not ſubje& unto . 
Errowr 2” And if all miſtakes ſhould be corrected, I know nor 
what man might paſs 6/amelefs. Much certainly of the mib:. . 
chiefs were contriv'd and driven up by a ſecrer under-working of 
men, whom God in-metcy has remev'd from being obſtacles rg 
©us Peace.. | | | 

To ſ>eak home, Intereſt rules the whole world 3 and Prin- 
ces as others, deſign more the ſecurity of their own greatneſs , 
thana petty revenge that may hazard it; . eſpecially upon a + 
Quacrel of their Arreſtorys, mh - 
aQ-: 


under the tutourage of affiz&:o», has bin educated in an Acade-- 


0 being in Graves, can make no - 
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-28drefs <0 move the pafon. With n8 it is not, as in the cafe 
of eAmaziah , who flew thoſe ſervams of his, that had ſlain 
his Father : There was only a conſpiracy of ſome f-w,amongft 
us there's engag'd a grand Body of the rhree Nations, Should 
the AR of Oblivion ( for that I preſume) be violared in the 
example of oe perſor, upon that account all concern'd, would 
apprehend themſelves ready for the: fetrers.; and what wi h fear, 
what with hate, ſuch aftorm would hazard to be raivd, as mi. ht 
ſhake foundations, And Majeſty has felt ſo much the f'#r50f the 
. people, that it will bardly give occaſion to. encounter - it a- 
cane, 

” Butfor this,ſearch we the experiences of the paſt Ages, and 
for preſidents we ſhallfind two apt ones -in the Hiſtories of the 
cio Grand-fathers of the preſent. King, Herry the great of 
France was oppoled in his juſt Title by the Holy League ; much 
the greater part of his Nobles were ingag'd to derhrone him - 
The City Paris, Roan, andthe chief Ciradels conſpir'd to his 
ruine ; No leſs than ze» ſer-Battles were foughr againſt his per- 
ſon ; Paſquils and reproaches dayly gaul'd him: Obſerve the 
Hue ; After along conteſt, they were both ſo wiſe, as to think 
a cloſure beſt : - They conſent ro Crown him , to deliver thar 
hizb, puiſſant, and jpirited Prince the power of the Militia: 
All ſubje& themſelves by way of Allegiance, and he ſoders all 
by a full A& of :vdempmry and Oblivion, Now being thus re-eſta- 
bliſh't , and1n full Soveratgnry , he was ſo far fron adventuri 

it upon a ſecond hazard by any violation , that he imploy'd th-ſe 
very perſons that were his main oppoſites in his Armies, in his 
Oſhces, in his Councils: Nor do we reade of 9: of choſe Lea- 
guers, thatever ſuffer'd affront or indignity by any refleQion 
from that Prince : Nay, in his deep wiſdome he fo induls*d 
his Adverſaries, that his own party been to Quarre] him as un- 
kind to them, whom notwithſtanding he honoucably proteQ&2d, 
yet not ſo eminently, as to raiſe jealouſies, 

Certainly, there is no remark in our Hiſtories that ſo tents 
the memory of our great Queen, as the death of che Qeex « 
Scots, who flying Mvtiny, came hither as a diſtreſſed Princeſs, 
and was ingag'd Proteft:9» : But no ſooner was ſhe in our cy- 
ſtody , than ſhe had reftraints upon her, being denyed the Roy- 
al preſence, which was ſo often promiſed her: Being thus. a- 

D2 oainſt 
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#ainſt the Law of Nations, netther proteQed , nor ſer free to.ſcek; 
relief elſewhere, ſhe conceiv'd her ſelf authoriz'd by the Law of, 
Nature torendeavour her eſcape, _ in conttivance whereof ſhe. 
was diſcover'd, call'd to judgement being a lawful Princeſs,and 
no Subje&, andby<certain Lords prepared for that deſign, the. 
wasin a private way condemnzd, and inforced to. ſubje&- her, 
Princely neckto th: bloody Headſmar, This ker Son then King 
of Scots, ſeems highly to. reſent , menaces7reverge , ſends me(- 
ſages, makes vows , and all to, prevent that fatal ir- ak, bur to 
no«<ffe&, Obſerve the iflue ; Short'y Queen Elizabeth dyes , 
and thoſe vey [ ords that f & dperſonally inthe M thers Death, 
Court the Son to the-Crown, - inveſt him in it, and he becomes 
eſtabliſhed with all-prerogatives incident to the Engliſh S. epter.: 
What? As he in the way of revenge ?- No; He like a wiſe 
Prince feelingthe warmth cf ſo: r:ch a climate, is ſo paſſionate 
ro eſtabliſh his own greatneſs, that he not or ly forgets- the inju- 
ry of His Mo her, but manages his great affairs by the hands of 
thoſe very perſons that were contrivers of 1t: . Yetthrough her 
blo:d did he derive his Title, Nor do we reade of one of thoſe 
Nobles or their progeny , .that ſuffer'd 4:2:;nution by any.reſent- 
ment upon that accourt. If then thoſe wife Princes that were 
verft in the Art of Soveraignty, and inveſted with ſtrone pow-1 
er, thought fit notwithſtanding to lay aſide all animoſines for 
the preſerving their own Peace, What can we imagine of. a young 
Innocent Prince , who never yet felt the power of Soveraignty ,: 
who has bin trained up in. ſ#cc. ſive ſufferances, who comes in 
fingly, andasit wereatthe dewvorron of His Opponents, Is ir 
foſhile that he ſhould ſo much overſee. his «wn intereſt, - as to 
endeavour a violation of Qblivion ; an A& :that his moi buſie 
enemies would ſtudy to'engage him in, to colour up a new 
Quarrel , an A&ghat would yield him 1n the. iflue at bet , the 

 fatisfation of. an empty and unprofit:ble paſſion-, but by 
che miſcarriage might endanger Him. from a Crown to- 
mthing. 

' His wiſe Father that had bin beaten into the, knowledge | of : 
che Engliſh ſpircir, andforeſecing this QbeQion , LeQures: his. 
Son thus, Ler zo paſſion ( my Sox) buray you to any findy. of 
revenge upon thaſe , whoſe own ſin and: fully wil ſufficiently - pa- 
niſh them, in due time ; but. a4 ſoon. as the forked arrom. of 1 a>. 
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A om emmlation is. drawn ont , uſe all Princely arts and tle- 
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mency to heal the wounds, that the ſmart of the cure may not. 


equal the anguiſh of the hurt ; L:t Oblivion be granted not 
only as an aft of State-policy, but of Chriſtian charuy and choyce, 
It is all tha: 1 have lef: mt, a power to forgive thoſe that 
have depriv'd me of all; and I thank, God (writes the King 
that I wing a heart to do it , and joy as much in this grace 
which God has given me , us in all my former en;oyments, for 
to me it is a greater argument of Gods love, than my pr.iþe- 
r+ty ; Be. confident (continues he) that rhe moſt of all ſides th, t 
bave done am'iſſe, have done ſo not out of malice, but miſin- 
f rmation , or miſapjrehenſ'on of things ; None will be more loy- 
all to me or iu, than thoſe ſubjetts, who- ſenſible of their er- 
rors, and our mjuries will fecl in their own ſouls moſt vehe- 
ment motives to repentance , and earneſt deſires to make ſons 
reparations for their former defects - You nay read more in the 
adviſe to his Son, which truly I cannor tranſcribe withour a high 
compaſſion and reſentment ; The like ſaid he at his /aſt hour, 
But why doubt we ?- Is not the £1:tia in-our hands, the diſpo- 
ſal of Commands and Offices ?. Is not the Conurcil at our recom- 
mendation ?- Who dares reſiſt ? nay, who can ?- If we ſhall ad- 
mit a crime, and ſo fear revenge, I doubt,Compo:1nders and. free 
Contribaters,that have ſtrengthned-the arme of.the adverſarie, 
are in ſtri& juſtice notaltogerher to beexcuſed ; Certainly we 
have been ſoſhaken upon all intereſts by the. /at? war , that no- 
thing but apparent ruine can engage us to it again ; And better 1s 
It that all faions reſt ſarished: with what they have ſuffered , as 
the tgte of the times, than quarrellins upon old accounts to im- 
broyl ourſelves intoa new ſufferance. He has, a confidence 
much beyond mine, that either a&ing or looking-on in theie 
rranſa&ions can. acquit himſelf of a# gailr; ſuch a mask has 
been caſt over the Face of things, ſuch remprations, ſuch force 
has aflau'ted men during theſe dark. contextures. of affairs, that 
It is paſt-r2az: to glide through all without a cinAure. of injuſtice. 
As it is bzaſtly and unchriftian pafſionarely to perſeyere in Error, 
{o is it noble and Prince-like to forgive where there is theqc- 


knowledgment of an Error: If we cannot truſt the nobleneſs | 
of a Prince, nor the policy of government , nor the ſecurity of - 
Laws, what fence can we raiſe againſt a fear; ſhall we conſume - 
0N,”as incapable of a cure ? | Truth .: 
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'Teuh is, while welwewich men we. ſhall be ſubje& to that! 
- which is the effe& of rheir nature, Sz; nor is4t poſſible to reap 


the more general fruit of the beſt eftabliſhed policie, unleſſe by 
compaR weſubmir our ſelves ro ſome poſlible 4rcoupenrences; As 
men we can ere& nothing perfeft ; fix we muſt co that which 
ſeems nrolt probuble;and teave amendments to the experiences 
of time: yet this I dare aver, that this Government by CA ag- 
»a Charta, and ſince; hath been ſo forcified with Laws as bul- 
warks to prevent the inundation of Severatgnty: and that con- 


 fitution1s ſo regular and adequate to that deſign, that as under: 


the due execution thereof, the Engliſh man is born to the great- 
eſt freedom of the Chriſtian world , ſo no Prince ever atcempr- 
ed any violation thereof, but at the long run, he ſuffer'd in rhar 


 poinc of his Prerog4t1ve, which ler in the opportunity ; Hence is 
+, that the rights of the people have from age to age grown 
ſtronger againſt the Prince, and ſomertmes have hurried his per- 


ſon to be a ſacrifice, alwayes his 1»ſtr ments; whereof fery in our 
Hittories can we read, that concriving againſt the Law, have died 
in pexce ; If poſſibly one Prince, as King Harry by his high {pi- 
rit ſweeps all before him, y2this Infant ſucceſſor was inforc'd to 
make amends for his violations ; more ealtly may we diſpute our 
rights with a ſingle Prince, and bis trembling Agents,than a knor 
of Soveraigns that are backt wirhrhe ſword, 

Infinite hopes may we entertain that this Prince has been 
ſchool'd to underſtand his rrue intereſt; He has had vlorious, 


though wbappy pefidents; He truly is moſt potent that iis ſo :» 46, 
ſub jets, not over his ſubjeRs; that is great 5 hi peop{e,not over 


his people ; the one makes him contemned abroad, and abhor- 
red at home ; the other makes him feared abroad, and beloved at 
home ; Forraign enemies can rejoyce in nothing more than out 
ſelf-combuſtions , while we conſume that glorious ſpirit in con- 
quering our own bowels , which orherwiſe imploy'd, might be 
a terror to the world;Such exploits ſuic to the ancient glory of the 
Engliſh 3 this ſelf-murthering ſuites aremper that neither fears 
God, nor loves man, | | 
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_ ForConcluſion 


? Is not: poſſible ſo to'acquit my ſelf of every ObjeRion', as 
to leave all men ſatisfied , eſpecially ſuch as carry a B;- 
aſſe of preferment, prohit, or fation ; Menthar have in deſign 
exorbitancies of power Or wealth, will hardly with arguments be 
reclaim'd; and ſome have 1 known that have fo long poſleſt 
their heads with ſtrong notions, that they are not capable to take 
in Reaſon againſt them, and thereupon run on frantick inerror 
till there be a Rytation1n their brains ; ſuch there are that with 
confidence ſo often have told a lie , that at length themſelves 
believe it to be rruth ; but with reſpe& to the ſtate of .our affairs, 
we are not in a poſture to reſent the intereſt or wiltyulneſſe of a - 
— few, butthe ſafety of the 94107 part; let not the greedineſſe or - 
ambirion-of ſome, hazard a deſtruction to all. Ir naay-fuffice thar - 
the main obſtrucors are the very perſons that have .mof ad- - 
 vanc'd themſelves ; If they retain doub/-,to what they were poſ-, 
ſeft of, 'ris much better,then with the genera/ity, who would re- 
joyce in-the quiet enjoyment of their ow» ; where ene has been 
improv'd by the times, ore hu»dred have bn MY: - 
For be irknown, that ſuch as have been eminentlhyaftive, and 
ſweld in power and purchaſes are in number few in comparifon 
with the mm/tirude, that: have been either miſled, driven on; or - 
not enga:*d, Nay 1 mayaver, that even upon. this quarrel the 
ſpiric of the people has been ſo.tir'd, that upon-a juſt compwe - 
there is ſcarce one to «ng hundred againſt a-Cloſure.. 
Now then , Suppoſe we, all compo/t/0» with the King de- - 
cry'd; Suppoſe we him in armes, bickt with a forraien + 
[-..# force... 
Suppoſe in Ireland, Scotland: Nay,with z, there are com- - 
buſtions uponthat account. . 
| Suppoſe upon termes. of power we are aw'dtoreceive our - 
Prince, : 
Suppoſe the ma»y for the ſake of peace deliver up the few as 
a ſacrifice: tothe injur'd, and to eaſe the Publich- 
| : t#bat then ? ——1 have done, 
p FINIS:.. 


